Some findings linking:
Pattersons of Rossgarrow, Co. Donegal, Ireland
Pattersons of Co. Antrim, Ireland
Pattersons of Little Britain Twp., Lancaster Co., PA
Pattersons of Cross Creek Twp., Washington Co., PA
Pattersons of Salisbury, Guilford Co., NC
And possibly Pattersons of Abbeville, SC
And possibly Pattersons of Washington Twp., Fayette Co., PA
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According to info at “Clan Montgomery Society International Genealogy Database” at http://www.clanmontgomery.org/database/fam03401.html:

James Patterson b. 1708 in Co. Antrim; m. abt. 1732 Mary Montgomery (she b. abt. 1694 at Co. Donegal, dau. of Hugh & Jane (Edgar) Montgomery; she d. 1777 at [Little Britian] Lancaster Co., PA); James d. 20 Dec 1791 Drumore [I thought Little Britian?], Lancaster Co., PA; James and Mary (Montgomery) Patterson had, among other children, daus:
Hannah Jane Patterson b. 1732 Lancaster Co., PA; m. abt. 1754  William E. Montgomery (he b. 1747 Co. Antrim; he d. 14 Jul 1796 at Guilford Co., NC); Hannah d. 1804 at Guilford Co., NC [See 1790 census info for Guilford Co., NC below]
Mary Patterson b. 1738-40; m. John McKnight* 1758-60 in PA; d. ? in                Cincinnati, OH [This info from Beers’ history of Washington Co., PA, p. 494]

And a Patterson from the Rossgarrow, Co. Donegal  line of Pattersons also ended up in Guilford Co., NC at about the same time:

William Patterson b.? [some say 1704]; lived in Rossgarrow, Co. Donegal; m. Elizabeth  Peoples; William & Elizabeth Peoples Patterson had children, among whom:
Robert Patterson d. Rossgarrow; m. Anna O’Donnell; had children Susan (who d. in    Charleston, SC); Hannah who d. in Charleston, SC; Mary Elizabeth (who d. in IRE)
William Patterson b. 1752 Rossgarrow; d. 1835 Baltimore; m. Dorcas Spear  &

   had 13 children, among whom was famous daughter Elizabeth who m. Jerome    Bonaparte, and all of whom remained in the PA/MD area
George Patterson murdered at his plantation in Jamaica by his overseer
Thomas Patterson [No info re. this Thomas in Baer manuscript; some researchers say     this Thomas is Thomas Sr. of Washington Twp., Fayette Co., PA.  However, Thomas Sr.     of Washington Twp. was b. 1724 and so is much other than William of Baltimore, his     alleged brother. Another reason for doubting that Thomas Sr. of Washington Twp. was     related to William of Rossgarrow is the fact that William & Elizabeth (Peoples)     Patterson of Rossgarrow were Episcopal Church members (this per info in their son     William of Baltimore’s will), and Thomas was a Covenanter (per Cuthbertson records)]
Margaret Patterson m. her 1st cousin John Patterson; perhaps lived in

   Millbrook, Co. Sligo, Ireland
Michael Patterson m. _____ McKnight*; settled in North Carolina
Michael “Paterson” is in Salisbury, Guilford Co., NC in 1790 w/4 males <16 & 2 females. Michael is found on the 1800 Salisbury, Guilford Co., NC census.  He is over the age of 45 and has in his household: 1 male under 10, 2 males 10-16, 1 female 16-25 and 1 female over 45.  In 1810 he is in Greensboro, Guilford Co., NC. He is over the age of 45 and has in his household: 2 males 16-25, 1 female 16-25, 1 female 26-45 (his wife has died?).  Michael is not found on any 1820 census in NC. Michael is not found on any 1830 census in NC. Michael is not found on any 1840 census in NC.  In 1850 appears, in Southern Division, Guilford, NC a Michael W. Patterson (grandson?), age 25, b. in NC.  This Michael is living in the household of Robert Patterson, farmer, age 63, b. NC.  Also in the household is Elizabeth Ellison (Allison?), age 79, b NC; Martha McKnight, age 66, b. NC; and Catherine Nell? Or Weil? , age 14, b. NC.

* Rev. Cuthbertson’s records show the marriage of Mary Paterson to John McKnaught 17 Jan 1758 at Matthew Brown’s house in Middle Octoraro, Lancaster Co., PA. McKnight/McKnaught is a surname very frequently linked with the Pattersons who settled early in SW PA.  For example, Peter Patterson of Washington Twp., Fayette Co. had son James who had son Peter who m. Jane McKnight; James’ son William m. Sallie McKnight. 

Another possible child of William & Elizabeth (Peoples) Patterson of Rossgarrow:

]John/Joseph?] one researcher claims this John/Joseph b. ? in Rossgarrow; 

   m. Elizabeth Matson abt. 1779; d. ? St. Albans Twp., Licking Co., OH was another son    of William & Elizabeth (Peoples) Patterson; this other researcher’s info says that    John/Joseph came to America with his brother William [who settled in Baltimore]

1790 Salisbury Dist., Guilford Co, NC   [There were “1,093 heads of families in Guilford County”]
Willm. Montgomery

1
1
3
--
-- [1 of these 2 Wm. Montgomerys was m. to

William Mongomery [sic]
2
3
4
--
--  Hannah Patterson, dau James b. Co. Antrim]

Thomas Night [sic]

5
2
9
--
--

Robert McNight

5
5
2
--
--

William McNight

2
--
3
--
--

Jonathan Night [sic]

1
2
3
--
--

Archd Knight


1
2
3
--
--

Michael Paterson

1
4
2
--
--   [Michael was b. Rossgarrow, Co. Donegal]

NOTE:  I have a typed transcription of a letter written 15 Feb 1911 by Thornton S. Dilworth of “Sunnyside Farm” in Illinois (His descent: James Patterson & Mary Montgomery>Hannah Patterson & William Montgomery>William Montgomery [Hannah’s 3rd child] & Nancy Brawley>James Patterson Montgomery>William E. Montgomery>Helen Rozelle Montgomery & M. Wm. Dilworth>Thornton Dilworth) to James B. Montgomery of Cushman, Arkansas (who descends from Hannah’s 5th child John).  Though my Patterson family appears NOT to be related to this Patterson line, the transcription of this letter was found at the home of my aunt, Janet (Patterson) Hughes, of McKeesport, PA, after her death. This letter gives the following facts about James and Mary (Montgomery) Patterson’s daughter, Hannah:
 “Hannah Patterson of the 2nd generation-born 1736-died 1804 married Wm. Montgomery. Their issue were:

Elizabeth Montgomery 
born 1756


Hannah Montgomery

born 1758


William Montgomery

born 1760


David Montgomery

born 1772 [sic—is this a typo? John is said to be 5th child]


John Montgomery

born 1762


Frances Montgomery

born 1764


Rebecca Montgomery

born 1766
The parents of Hannah Patterson were opposed to the marriage it is supposed on account of relationship or on account of the age of Hannah. When their oldest son [William] was ten or twelve years old [so in 1770-72], they left Lancaster Co., Pa. intending to go to Abbeville district, South Carolina. In Guilford Co. N.C. they met two old friends, Wm. Baily and Jno. Duffy, who induced them to stop here. The Calhoun family who were also relatives resided here also. They settled six miles east of Guilford Court House.* 

*In 1807 the county seat moved from Martinville to the newly-created town of Greensborough.  Which one?  In 1807 “there was not a dwelling in Greensboro.” (Greensboro, North Carolina by Arnett, 1955, Chapter 2)

(transcription of 1911 letter, continued)

“Of the children of William and Hannah Patterson Montgomery:


Elizabeth

married William Baily


Hannah


married James McKnight


William


married Nancy Brawley


John


married 1st Martha Brawley (sisters)





Married 2nd Nancy Busick


Frances

married William Buchanan


Rebecca

married Thomas Aydlatt


James P.

died at the age of twenty-one (unmarried) from a wound in the arm





Received by carrying a scythe and cradle on horseback


Mary


married Moses Hanks


David


married Araminta Breeden”

[I did not transcribe further generations]

Some findings re. Guilford Co., NC

County formation info at usgenweb.com

Guilford was formed 1770 [about the time it is said that William and Hannah (Patterson) Montgomery settled there], from Rowan and Orange counties.
Rowan was formed 1753 from Anson. Anson was formed 1750 from Bladen. Bladen was formed 1734 from New Hanover. New Hanover was formed 1729 from Craven. Craven was formed 1712; renamed from Archdale Precinct of Bath Co. Bath was original county 1696; subdivided 1705; see also Beaufort.  Beaufort formed 1712; renamed from Bath/Pamptecough. 
Orange was formed 1752 from Bladen, Granville and Johnston. Bladen formed 1734 from New Hanover (see above). Granville was formed 1746 from Edgecombe. Edgecombe was formed 1741 from Bertie. Bertie was formed 1722 from Chowen. Chowen was formed 1670 from Albemarle. Albemarle was original county 1664; subdivided 1668; discontinued 1689. Johnston was formed 1746 from Craven (see above). Whew.

History of Buffalo Presbyterian Church and Her People, Greensboro, NC by Rev. S.M. Rankin; publ. by Jos.J.Stone & Co., Greensboro, NC (1920’s), pp. .33-34 (Guilford Co., usgenweb)
In “Other Members of the Congregation” section: “Alexander McKnight bought of his brother John 511 acres on the north side of Buffalo Creek in 1759. In 1765 he sold this place to John Rankin and bought of Thomas Donnell 393 acres on the headwaters of North Buffalo, and built the first grist mill there…he married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Donnell, and after his death in 1774, she married George Denny. Alexander and Hannah McKnight’s children were Robert (1767-1841), and Jean (1773-1841). Jean never married; Robert’s second wife was Mary, daughter of David Wiley. They were married in 1816. The third wife was Martha Patterson, whom he married in 1827. His children by the first marriage were Robert, Alexander, James, Thomas and John. Robert died unmarried; Alexander moved to Frankling County, N.C.; James married Hannah, daughter of William Montgomery, Sr. [and his wife Hannah (Patterson) Montgomery] and moved to Virginia; Thomas moved to New York City; John married Anne, daughter of Samuel Allison, in 1813, and located two miles west of Greensboro, and their children were Lydia, Mary M., Hanna J., Elizabeth A., Rebecca and John H.

Greensboro, North Carolina… by Ethel Stephens Arnett, written under the direction of Walter Clinton Jackson; publ. By Univ. of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, NC, 1955; chapter 2, “Early Settlements of Guilford County” (Guilford Co., usgenweb)


“[the earliest settlers] came [abt. 1750], by way of covered wagons, probably following ‘The Great Philadelphia Wagon Road’ as far as they could, then resorting to buffalo trails, Indian paths…

These travelers have been described as an interesting procession as they moved slowly southward from Virginia and beyond, principally Pennsylvania…This great migration took place largely from 1750 to 1770 although some had arrived in the early 1740’s and some came as late as 1775.

Three distinct groups of these pioneers landed in the region which later became Guilford County. They were Germans, Quakers and Scotch-Irish.

The exact date of the Scotch-Irish settlement in this locality is not known. The first land deeds were all dated December, 1753, though some people may have arrived earlier. For ten years before that time the Scotch-Irish had come into Pennsylvania in such numbers that early landholders began to fear the sturdy Scotchmen, lest they should gain political control of that region. For that reason they instructed their agents to sell no more land to the Scotchmen. It was then that the old Nottingham Presbyterian Church, located at that time in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania (now at Rising Sun, Maryland, because of changes in state lines), formed the Nottingham Company which purchased a large tract of land for settlement in what is now Guilford County…

In 1781 Guilford Courthouse [near to which William and Hannah (Patterson) Montgomery were said to live] was a small village of 200 to 300 people.

Orange Co., NC land deeds 

(not sure if in an area of Orange Co. which became Guilford Co.)

13 Nov 1764 Wm Ballard/Robert Patterson 200 A – wit James Seller

(http://showcase.netin.net/web/sellerfamily/ncorang.htm)

To be continued…..

